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here were a few

surprises this

Yearwhen it came

to the treatment
of Eurasian watermil-
foil on lakes Cadillac and
Mitchell,

For the past couple of
years, both lakes have
been battling Eurasian wa-
termilfoil. Eurasian was
termilfoil is a submersed
dquatic plant native to

“Europe, Asia, and north-
ern Africa. The Eurasian
variety has slender stems
whorled by submersed
feathery leaves and tiny
flowers produced above A : ;
the water surface. ' , el ,

It is an invasive aquatic [ i R
plant that reached the
Great Lakes states be-
tween the 1950s and 1980s,
according to the Michigan
Department of Natura]
Besources. In shallow ar-
eas, the plant can interfere
with boating, fishing and
swimming, The plant's
floating eanopy also can
crowd out native water
plants,

Since the problem of the
invasive plant was brought
to light, both lakes have
been treated through chem-
ical applications as well as
with milfoil weevils,

While it appeared the
milfoil problem seemed to
be lessening as a result of
the treatment, this spring
there was an increase on
both lakes in the ACTES
infested with the invasive
species,
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Eurasian watermilfoil has washed up ashare in various place along the Keith McKellop Walky
team about milfail treatmient for but that has not stopped people from fishing the waters of Lake Cadillac. Shown from left are Deb
area lakes on page A2, Yonkman and Roshanna Russell,




How 1s milfoil bemg treated m Lakes Cadillac, Mitchell?

BY RICK CHARMOLI
CADILLAT NEWS

CADILLAC — Dave Foley
was expecting the worst,
and he was right.

Asamember of the Lake
Mitchell Improvement
Board, Foley said his goal
this summer was not to
have a repeat of last sum-
mer's vegetation explo-
gion. During the summer
of 2008, a stormy June as
well as the boom of anath-
er plant species helped fill
the lake with vegetation.

After the summer sea-
son, the board entertained
thoughts of using the
agquatic herbicide fAuri-
done,

In the end, however, the
board decided to use the
services of Lakeshore En-
vironmental Inc. out of
Grand Haven instead.

In addition to continued
use of the aguatic herhi-
cide 2,4-D, Foley said Lake-
gshore presented a more in-
depth survey of the lake
as well as the use of mil-
foil weevils as part of the
treatment.

As a result of that new
survey, Foley said, 412
acres on Lake Mitchell re-
cently were found to have
milfoil as opposed to the
200-plus acres treated last
summer

“It's nof surprising,
gince we were working
with more grid points. T
think we had that much
before but it wasn't detect-
ed,” he sajd. “The survey
last year was less compre-
hensive”

While earlier in the sea-
son Foley said he believed
the highest concentra-
tions of milfoil were out
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This sign locatad at the Selma Township Park on Lake Mitchell wams people about various invasive
species such as Eurasian watermiffoil.

fromt the canal and slight-
Iy north as well as straight
out from the canal about
a mile near the sand bar
on Blind Island, he has
changed his answer since
the survey,

“It’s kind of every-
where, almost. If T had to
pick an area I would be
hard-pressed. 1 would say
every Homeowner on the
lake was within & quarter
mile of some sortof treat-
ment,” hezaid.

Althongh ithe milfoil iz
wide-spread, Foley said
there also was another is-
sue this spring — an algae
bloom. This iz a natural
phenomena and shauld
dissipate in the near fu-
ture. Tt also was noted

these algae blooms are
pocurcing in i

sonth ‘of U.S. 10 at this
time.

*This should clear up.
Then the lake will return
10 its natural clarity,” he
sald.

Foley also said that har-
vesting is on the horizon.
Harvesting, which will
be done mainly in the
coves, Will begin June 22
or shiortly thereafter, and
finish by July 2 in time for
the holiday

With the application
of the chemicals occur-
ring in the early part of
June, it is onlv a matter of
time before the effects are
known.

“What we are all looking
for 13 by the first of July
we should see if this treaf-
ment worked,” he said.

the pudding.”

Lake Mitchell was not
the only one with an in-
crease in milfoil this yean
Lake Cadillac also saw ifs
dcreage treated increase
over last vear, according
to Cadillac Community
Development Coordinator
Jerry Adams.

Adams said 132 acres
were treated chemically

earlier this month, com-

pared to 47 acres freated
last vear. Adams also
said the traditional hot
spots have continued to
be the same this vear.
“It is located like it has
been in the past. It follows
the perimeter of the lake.
Five to 15 feet out you are

bound to find milfoil,”
he g._z;id..“The largest ar-

be the area off Kenwood
Park east of the park, and
around the Clam River in-
let there is a good concen-
tration. The other signifi-
cant area is the southwest
portion of the lake.”

Adams said milfoil wee-
yils are scheduled to be
stocked this week, and
#,000 are to be placed on
the far west end of the lake
while another 6,000 will be
placed in the Clam River
inlet. Last year, a total of
6,000 weevils were placed.

Moriey raised through
an assessment has been
paying for treatment. No
additional assessments
have been collected be-
cause there was a fund
balance of about $150,000.
Adams said the plan is
to spend hetween §80,000
to 885,000 on treatment,
leaving about $70,000 in
the fund balance. As far
as a new assessment be-
ing soucht, Adams said it
is too early to tell, but the
Milfoil sub-committee will
have discussions later this
vear

“If things go as they
have in the past, then the
level of the milfoil will be
reduced, which means less
cost, but you never know,”
hesaid.

For more information
about Lake Cadillac and
its milfoil problem or to
join the milfoil subcom-
mittee, contact Adams at
T15-0181 ext. 101, For more
information about the
Lake Mitchell board, go
to www.lakemitchell.org
or contact the board by e-
mailing infoi lakemitch-
ell,org.
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