. Milfoil damaged by weevils is displayed by EnviroScience Project Manager Cortney Marquette, who was recently stocking weevils in Lake Cadillac.
-Although it is too early to say for sure, Marquette said it is possible weevils could be used to control milfoil in the future — without the help of
chemicals,

There are cases where
weevils have controlled
milfoil in N. Michigan
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tisa problem' that can guickly
get unmanageable if not taken

af.

It can slow down engine propel-
lers on boats, grab swimmers and
make it impossible to go fishing.

The culprit is milfoil.

“There are a number of reasons
why milfoil is a nuisance, mainly be-
cause itisso ageressive,” said Howard
Wandell of the MSU Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife. “It tends to neg-
atively affect native species because it
forms a canopy: It is bad for recreation
and can quickly get out of hand.™

Although there is no way to com-

Will weevils help?

YOUR LOCAL CONNECTION
=, w
Ways to control milfoil TR e WM ST R
What can be done to control milfoil? animals from boat, motor and trailer
Milfail can be controlled using natural « Drain lake or river water from live well
killers such as weevil, aguatically ap- and hilge

proved herbicides or by mechanical
means, such as a harvester or cutter. The
DNR Aquatic Plant Management Pro-
gram regulates the control of aquatic
plants. In most cases a permit from

the DNR is required to control aguatic
plants, induding milfoil.

* Dispose of unwanted live bait in the
trash

* Rinse boat and equipment with high-
pressure hot water (104F), especially if
moored for more than a day, or

* Dry everything for at least five days

+ Report new sightings: note exact loca-
tion and wrap a plant fragmentin a

What can | do? wet paper towel, place in a sealed
» Learn to identify Eurasian Watermilfeil plastic bag
pletely get rid of the plant, thereare cost quite a bit of money, too. But

three known methods to control the
weed — including harvesting and
herbicides.

Using chemical herbicides can
be very costly, and harvesting can

for those lakes with an abundance
of weevils, milfoil can be controlled
for virtually no expense.

See how fake uses weevils to treat milfoil, A2,







